
AGENDA REPORT 

     To:  Mayor Pat Humphrey & the Clare City Commission  

From:  Ken Hibl, City Manager 

Date:   July 30, 2020 
    RE:   First Reading – Ordinance 2020-003 – Chapter 20 (Environment – Front Yard Blight) 

 

For the Agenda of August 3, 2020 

 

 

Background.     Over the past decade, the City has received occasional complaints regarding blight 

associated with front yard gardens (vegetable and flower gardens).  Most recently the City received 

a request to consider banning all front yard gardens.  Consequently, we posed a query to our City 

Attorney regarding the wisdom and enforceability of doing so.  Jaynie responded with a strong 

recommendation against specifically banning front yard gardens and offered a number of national 

examples of municipalities who had done so and more frequently than not encountered unfavorable 

legal action challenging those ordinances.  Jaynie provided a proposed draft of an amendment to 

our existing ordinances that she believes is a far more effective solution.  The City Commission is 

asked whether it desires to adopt the proposed ordinance amendment (copy att’d as Ordinance 

2020-003) – and if so commence the process for ordinance adoption.            

 

All ordinance code changes or amendments require the approval of the Clare City Commission.  

And all ordinances require two readings and approval of the Clare City Commission subsequent to 

a public hearing. The required public notice (copy att’d) announcing the hearing has been published.  

Subsequent to the conduct of the hearing, the Commission has the option of allowing a First Reading 

of the proposed Ordinance or denying the conduct of a First Reading, thereby rejecting the proposed 

new ordinance. 

 

The City Commission is asked to conduct the required public hearing and approve or deny a First 

Reading of the proposed ordinance. 

 

Issues & Questions Specified. Should the City Commission hold the requisite public hearing and 

allow a First Reading of the proposed Ordinance 2020-003? 

  

Alternatives. 

1. Hold the hearing and allow a First Reading of the proposed ordinance. 

2. Hold the hearing and allow a First Reading with amendments or modifications to the 

proposed ordinance. 

3. Hold the hearing and deny the First Reading, thereby rejecting the proposed new ordinance. 

4. Set aside the decision regarding this matter to a later date. 

  

Financial Impact. Presently indeterminable.   

 

Recommendation.  I recommend the City Commission hold the requisite public hearing and allow 

a First Reading of the proposed Ordinance 2020-003.     

  

Attachments.   

1. Ordinance 2020-003. 

2. Public Notice. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2020 – 003 
 

The City of Clare ordains: 
 

Chapter 20, Article VI, Section 20-162, of the Clare City Code is 
hereby amended and restated as follows: 
 
Sec. 20-162 – Definitions 
 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, 
shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where 
the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

Abandoned vehicle includes, without limitation, any vehicle which 
has remained on private property for a period of 48 continuous hours, 
or more, without the consent of the owner or occupant of the property, 
or for a period of 48 continuous hours, or more, after the consent of the 
owner or occupant of the property has been revoked. 

Blighted structure includes, without limitation, any dwelling, garage 
or outbuilding, or any factory, shop, store, office building, warehouse or 
any other structure, or part of a structure, which, because of fire, wind 
or other natural disaster or physical deterioration, is no longer 
habitable as a dwelling, nor useful for the purpose for which it may 
have been intended. 

Building material includes, without limitation, lumber, brick, 
concrete or cinder blocks, plumbing materials, electrical wiring or 
equipment, heating ducts or equipment, shingles, mortar, concrete or 
cement, nails, screws or any other material used in constructing any 
structure. 

Junk includes, without limitation, parts of machinery or motor 
vehicles, broken and unusable furniture, stoves, refrigerators or other 
appliances, remnants of wood, metal or any other cast-off material of 
any kind, whether or not such cast-off material could be put to any 
reasonable use. 

Person includes all natural persons, firms, copartnerships, 
corporations and all associations of natural persons, incorporated or 
unincorporated, whether acting by themselves or by a servant, agent or 
employee. All persons who violate any of the provisions of this article, 
whether as owner, occupant, lessee, agent, servant or employee, shall, 
except as otherwise provided in this article, be equally liable as 
principals. 
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Trash and rubbish include any and all forms of debris not otherwise 
classified in this section. 

      Vegetation blight includes any untended garden or landscaping within 
the front yard of a residence that has become unsightly by virtue of neglect 
or design.  This will apply to any yard abutting a street, i.e. corner lots, on 
both yards facing streets.   
 
 

Chapter 20, Article VI, Section 20-163, of the Clare City Code is 

hereby amended and restated as follows: 
 

Sec. 20-163 - Regulations  
 

(a) No person shall park, store or place upon any public roadway, 
public property or upon any premises within the city any junk, 
junk motor vehicle, abandoned vehicle, used parts or junk 
therefrom, blighted structure, building materials or trash and 
rubbish, unless it is wholly contained within a fully enclosed 
building and does not violate any zoning or building laws of the 
city, county or state, except for the following: 

(1) Operable vehicles or trailers, with substantially all main 
components parts attached, whether licensed or not. 

 

(2) Vehicles or trailers that are temporarily inoperable because 
of minor mechanical failure, but which are not, in any 
manner, dismantled and have substantially all main 
component parts attached, which may remain upon such 
private property for not to exceed 14 days. 

 

(3) Not more than one automobile, in full operating condition, 
which has been redesigned or reconstructed for a purpose 
other than that for which it was manufactured, provided 
no building or garage is located upon the premises in 
which the automobile could be parked or stored. 

 

(b) No repairing, redesigning, modifying or dismantling work or 
operations shall be allowed upon any vehicle or trailer, or parts 
thereof, upon any public right-of-way, public property or any 
property, except such as may be accomplished within a fully 
enclosed building; provided, however, if no fully enclosed 
building is located on the premises, the repairing, redesigning, 
modifying or dismantling work or operations may be conducted 
on the premises for a period of time not to exceed one week. 
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Repairing, redesigning, modifying or dismantling work or 
operations will not be permitted on any premises where the 
conduct of such work or operations would constitute a nuisance 
or annoyance to adjacent property owners or occupants and/or 
is in violation of any provision of chapter 52. Nothing contained 
in this subsection shall prohibit such occasional minor repair 
work as may infrequently be required to maintain a vehicle or 
trailer, or parts thereof, in normal operating condition; provided, 
however, such minor work can be completed within a 24-hour 
period. 

 

(c) No person, firm, corporation or other entity shall maintain or 
allow to be maintained upon any property in the City of Clare, 
owned, leased, rented, occupied, or possessed by such person or 
entity, any vegetation  blight in the front yard of any residence, or 
if it be a corner lot, in any yard which abuts the street, which 
tends to blight or cause undesirable neighborhoods, and threaten 
the public health, safety and welfare. 

 
 

Passed by the City Commission of the CITY OF CLARE on __________, 
at its regular meeting with _______ commissioners in attendance, 
________ voting aye, __________ nay.  Adopted by the City Commission of 
the City of Clare this ______ day of _________, 2020. 
 
Signed: __________________, Chair. 
 
     ******************** 
 
 I hereby certify that the foregoing was duly adopted by the CITY 
COMMISSION of CITY OF CLARE, Michigan, at its regular meeting on the 
_______ of _________, 2020, that of __________ members of the City 
Commission, ____________ were in attendance and _______ voted for the 
adoption of the Ordinance.  I further certify that the above and foregoing 
ordinance is recorded in Ordinances for the CITY OF CLARE. 
 
Effective Date 
This Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days following date of 
publication as required by law.   All Ordinances or part Ordinances in 
conflict with any of the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed. 
 
     _______________________________ 

Diane Lyon, Clerk 



 PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE 

AMENDMENT 

 

The City of Clare City Commission will hold a public hearing on 

August 3, 2020 to receive public comment pertaining to a proposed 

amendment of the city’s Codes of Ordinance, Chapter 20, Article VI, 

Sections 20-162 & 20-163 (blight).  Public comment can be submitted 

during the hearing or in writing if the written comments are received by 

the City Clerk not later than 4:00 pm on the date of the hearing.   

Written comment can be mailed to Clare City Hall, 202 W. Fifth St., 

Clare MI 48617, submitted by fax (989) 386-4508, verbally by calling 

(989) 386-7541 x106, or by email to dlyon@cityofclare.org.  

 

The City of Clare is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 

Diane Lyon                

Clare City Clerk 

 

 

 
 

 

 


